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JUST A LITTLE MORE THAN A DECADE AFTER THE WRIGHT BROTHERS MADE THEIR FIRST FLIGHT,
AIRPLANES WERE BEING USED FOR WAR. IN THE OPENING MONTHS OF WORLD WAR I, THEY WERE
USED TO OBSERVE TROOP MOVEMENT AND SCOUT OUT ENEMY DEFENSES.

AT FIRST THESE PLANES CARRIED NO ARMAMENT. THEN PILOTS WOULD BRING ALONG PISTOLS OR
RIFLES TO FIRE ON THE ENEMY PLANES. FINALLY, MACHINE GUNS WERE MOUNTED ON AIRCRAFT.
EVENTUALLY, AIRCRAFT WERE DEVELOPED FOR STRATEGIC ROLES, SUCH AS BOMBING ENEMY
FACTORIES AND SUPPLY CENTERS. GERMAN ZEPPELINS EVEN BOMBED THE ENGLISH CAPITAL CITY,
LONDON, DURING THE WAR.

THE TERRIBLE CARNAGE OF THE WAR CAUSED MANY TO REFLECT ON THE WAY WARS WOULD BE
FOUGHT IN THE FUTURE. A FEW FARSIGHTED MEN ENVISIONED A NEW STRATEGIC DOCTRINE. IT
STATED THAT THE BEST WAY TO DEFEAT AN ENEMY WASN’T ON THE BATTLEFIELD. RATHER, THE
AIM WAS TO DESTROY THE SOURCE OF THE ENEMY’S POWER: ARMS FACTORIES, ITS ECONOMIC
STRENGTH, AND THE VERY WILL TO FIGHT.

THIS NEW DOCTRINE WAS KNOWN
AS STRATEGIC BOMBING.
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